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Great Plains  
Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit 
FY 2020 
Annual Report to the CESU Council  
 

Director’s	Report	
 
FY 2020 (October 1, 2019-September 30, 2020) was the fifth and final year in our 2015-2020 Cooperative and Joint 
Venture Agreement between our partners in the Great Plains Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit (CESU). In early 
2020 we applied for and received a new Cooperative and Joint Venture Agreement renewing University of 
Nebraska Lincoln (UNL) as the host institution for the Great Plains CESU through 2025. We are very thankful for 
this opportunity, and appreciate the efforts of Tom Fish, Director of the CESU Program, and those that reviewed 
our proposal. This past year has indeed held its challenges to all of us due to issues related to COVID-19. 
Nevertheless, we were able to successfully make progress on our long-term goals and aspirations. This included 
hosting our Annual Partners Meeting virtually, and the addition of one new non-federal partner to the Great Plains 
CESU.   
 
Partners	
We have 12 federal agency partners and 25 university/non-federal partners (23 academic institutions and 2 
NGOs). We are very pleased to announce that this year we added Southwestern Oklahoma State University as a 
new non-federal partner of the Great Plains CESU. We look forward to working with them in the coming years. 
 
Engaging	partners	
The Great Plains CESU hosted our Annual Partners Meeting on November 10, 2020, and due to COVID-19, we held 
this as a virtual meeting. In the first portion of the meeting we discussed updates from our office and our plans for 
the future. We also included invited talks from Dean Archie Clutter of UNL’s Institute of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources (IANR) and David Doty, Director of our Office of Research and Economic Development. It should be 
noted that the IANR has provided critical funding for our office for the past several years, and we are grateful for 
this as well as their continued overall support.  
 
This year we presented two recipients with our annual Great Plains CESU Graduate Student Award. Both of the 
recipient’s research projects were funded through the National Park Service (NPS) and conducted in Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park. The first was awarded to Michael Brunson at Kansas State University on his project on 
Visitor Use Management in National Parks. We are grateful to Michael’s graduate adviser, Dr. Ryan Sharp, for 
nominating Michael. The second award was given to Gaimi Davies at the University of North Dakota for her work 
on the Paleoecology of Northern Great Plains Bison: Inferences from Stable Isotopes and Dental Calculus. A big 
thanks to her advisor Igor Ovtchinnikov for nominating Gaimi.  
 
Our meeting also included a presentation from Tom Fish, the Director of the CESU program, as well as comments 
by representatives from some of our local and regional federal partners. Speakers from the NPS, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE), U. S. Department of Agriculture/Natural Resources Conservation Service (USDA/NRCS), and 
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) shared their insights on the future direction of funding opportunities and 
collaboration potentials within their agencies. The meeting ended by highlighting a research project funded by the 
NPS through the Great Plains CESU. Dr. Mikal Brotnov from UNL presented research findings from his work on 
Black Homesteaders on the Great Plains. Overall, we received positive feedback from attendees and expect that our 
future meetings will build on this momentum.  
 
 
Staffing	and	office	support	
Our office staff remained constant in FY2020,  with the only change being the programs Director. On January 1, 
2020 Dr. Paul Hanson of UNL’s School of Natural Resources assumed the role of Great Plains CESU Director, 
replacing Dr. Larkin Powell. Dr. Powell had a truly transformative role in the operation of the Great Plains CESU, for 
which we are extremely grateful. Brittany Grove, our Program Coordinator, has been working on updating our web 
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site to a new template and maintaining our database. Dr. Tanya Shenk continues her role as Research Coordinator 
for the Great Plains CESU as well as served for another year in the same role for the Great Rivers CESU, at the 
University of Missouri, because of an ongoing vacancy in that region.  
 
The funding for our office is provided in part by support from the Great Plains federal partners and supplemented 
by the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources (IANR) at UNL. In FY2020 we received $13,500 from the 
National CESU network, which included $4000 in funds from the Interior Regions 3, 4, and 5 (Great Lakes / 
Mississippi River Basin / Missouri River Basin) NPS Office. As always we are extremely grateful for this support 
from our federal partners and the regional NPS office. This funding is critical to our operation, but additional 
support received annually from IANR allows us to effectively oversee the Great Plains CESU. IANR annually 
provides $30,000/yr: $14,000/yr in administrative support, $15,000/yr in office support for the office coordinator 
position, and $1,000/yr in support of office communication (website, phones, internet). We are grateful to Dr. Mike 
Boehm, IANR Vice Chancellor, Dr. Ron Yoder, Associate Vice Chancellor, and Archie Clutter, Dean of the Agricultural 
Research Division for their continued support. The continued support of Dr. John Carroll, Director of the School of 
Natural Resources, is appreciated for the allocation of office space in Hardin Hall.    
 
Financial	Report		
The following projects were either initiated or modified during FY2020 under a Great Plains CESU’s Cooperative 
Agreement. This	list	is	completed	each	year	to	the	best	of	our	ability,	and	we	note	that	not	all	projects	funded	through	
the	CESU	framework	are	reported	back	to	us.	Indeed,	federal	agencies	such	as	the	U.S		Fish	and	Wildlife	Service	
(USFWS)	do	not	keep	internal	documentation	indicating	whether	a	given	project	was	funded	through	the	CESU.	
Therefore,	both	lists	convey	the	minimum	number	of	projects	funded	through	the	Great	Plains	CESU.	With	that	said,	
our	ability	to	document	projects	continues	to	be	a	critical	hurdle,	and	we	appreciate	our	federal	partners’	responses	to	
our	annual	requests	for	this	information.		
  
Agreement	modifications	with	$0.00	funding	levels	indicate	no‐cost	modifications	for	administrative	changes.		
		
 
FY2020 NEW AGREEMENTS 
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FY2020 MODIFICATIONS TO EXISTING AGREEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

 
 
Paul Hanson 
Professor, School of Natural Resources 
Director, Great Plains CESU 
January 15, 2021 
 
With	grateful	thanks	to	Brittany	Grove	for	her	work	to	document	projects	with	agencies	and	to	develop	information	
contained	in	the	financial	report.	
 


