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GP CESU Annual 
Meeting Overview

• Welcome and Updates – Paul Hanson
• Thomas Parr, Research Coordinator, 

NPS
• Federal Agency Partner Roundtable 

and Discussion
• 2024 GP CESU Graduate Student 

Award
• Shawn DeKeyser, North Dakota State 

University—Knife River Indian Villages 
Historic Site

• Wrap Ups and Additional Discussion



Host Office

Barb Biffle
Program Coordinator

Dr. Thomas Parr
NPS Acting CESU

Research Coordinator

Dr. Paul Hanson
Director



Thank you to 
Dr. Brandon Gerig

Brandon served as our Acting Research 
Coordinator for the past year and a half. 
Additionally, he was an ecologist for the National 
Park Service and coordinated the Great Rivers 
CESU. 

He left the NPS in September of 2024, and 
accepted a position at the School of Freshwater 
Sciences at the University of Wisconsin – 
Milwaukee. We wish him all the best! 



CESU Background

• Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units 
provide research, tech assistance and 
education to federal agencies assisting 
with issues related to land management, 
environmental and other research.

• CESU Partners provide the biological, 
physical, cultural and engineering 
disciplines needed to address natural and 
cultural resource management issues

• Objectives: utilize university resources 
and expertise while benefitting society, 
federal agencies, and students 



Unlimited Opportunities!

Interested in becoming a partner of GP CESU?



Host University Role

• Provide space, administrative support 
and access to faculty, students, staff 
and resources. 

• Office space for one federal research 
scientist from the NPS.

• Facilitating communication between 
federal and non-federal partners, 
maintaining our GP CESU website and 
holding an annual partner’s meeting.

• Host universities are appointed to        
5-year terms (2020-2025).



Operating Support Funding 
for GP CESU Host University

• Funding for host office at UNL:
– Dues paid by federal partners
– Funds from the regional NPS office
– Funds from UNL’s IANR

• Funds support:
– 0.5 FTE Program Coordinator Position
– 0.1 FTE Stipend for GP CESU Director 
– Website, database and 

IT/telecommunications support



Federal Partners (13)



  

    

 
                    

Academic Institutions (23): 
Black Hills State, Colorado State, Colorado State-Pueblo, 
Emporia State, Kansas State, Langston U., New Mexico 
Highlands, North Dakota State, Oklahoma State, S. Dakota 
School of Mines, South Dakota State, Southwestern 
Oklahoma State, Texas A&M, Texas Tech, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, Nebraska Med. Center, North Dakota, Oklahoma, 
South Dakota, Wisconsin-Extension, Wyoming, Winona State

NGO (3): 
Smithsonian Institution, Western Association of Fish & Wildlife 
Agencies, World Wildlife Fund 

Non-Federal Partners



Projects Funded Through the 
GP CESU in 2024

• New and modifications were 
reported from BLM, FWS, NPS, 
NRCS, USACE, USGS

• 12 New Agreements: $2,916,465
• 15 Modifications to Existing 

Agreements: $2,540,805 
• Total Funding: $5,457,270

 
* grant totals as reported to us by 
federal partners at the end of 2024



New Awards 2024



Modifications to Awards 2024



CESU Partners Discussion

• Future Partners Meetings format and 
desires

• Website or social media requests

• Goals for 2025+

• Other discussion points? 



Questions?



Thomas Parr

Dr. Thomas Parr
NPS Acting CESU

Research Coordinator



Round Table Discussion

Nancy Finley
Tom Fish
Thomas Parr
Carlos Villarreal
Conor Ward
Paul Hanson
Others… 



2025 
Graduate Student 

Award Winner

??

This could be 
your student!!!!



Introducing the
Grad Student Award Winner

Dr. Susan Felege

Zach Rigg



Levin Brandt

2024 Graduate Student 
Award Winner



Dr. Shawn DeKeyser

Knife River Indian 
Villages Project



Questions/ Discussion?
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